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Media Excerpts: A snapshot of state and national energy issues* 
Energy Awareness Conference       National Renewable Energy Conference                  Bluegrass Energy & Green Living Expo   
  Louisville, KY – Sept. 20, 2006   St. Louis, MO – Oct. 10-12, 2006                    Lexington, KY – Oct. 14-15, 2006   
 
Governor Fletcher names director of the Kentucky Office of Energy Policy. Governor Ernie Fletcher has named Dr. Talina R. 
Mathews as the new executive director of the Kentucky Office of Energy Policy. Mathews was formerly an economist with the Office 
of Energy Policy. The promotion is effective immediately. “Dr. Mathews has the diverse background needed to oversee the Office of 
Energy Policy,” said Governor Fletcher. “Her education and experience with energy and environmental issues make her uniquely 
qualified to lead this office.” Prior to coming to the Office of Energy Policy, Mathews worked for the Kentucky Public Service 
Commission and the Department for Environmental Protection.  Mathews received her Ph.D. and Master of Arts in economics from 
the University of Kentucky.  She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in mathematics and economics from Berea College. “I look forward 
to working with all stakeholders to implement the recommendations in Kentucky’s comprehensive energy strategy,” said Mathews. 
“By focusing on value-added industries which efficiently utilize our energy resources, the Commonwealth can grow its economy 
while helping to supply the energy needs of the country.” (“Governor Fletcher names director of the Kentucky Office of Energy Policy,” 
Governor’s Press Release, 8-22-06) 

Lewis backs alternative fuels, more oil drilling. U.S. Rep. Ron Lewis, stopped to give a 10-minute campaign speech Tuesday beside 
the gas pumps at Key Oil in Bowling Green. He read off his brief press release over the roar of passing trucks, praising Key for its 
ethanol distribution operation. Running for re-election to the 2nd Congressional District seat against Mike Weaver, who is a 
Democratic state representative from Radcliff, Lewis said he wants to promote fuel conservation and development of alternative fuels, 
including building ethanol and biodiesel refineries in Kentucky. The most prominent item on his agenda, however, was drilling for oil 
in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge - he called for that repeatedly, and tried to link Weaver to Democratic senators he blames for 
blocking Republican attempts to drill there. Lewis also urged allowing offshore drilling for oil within 20 miles of U.S. beaches. Oil 
companies are now restricted to drilling no closer than 100 miles from the coast, he said. (“Lewis backs alternative fuels, more oil 
drilling,” Bowling Green Daily News, 8-23-06) 

Gas prices fuel surge in business for buses. Having a harder time finding a seat on a TARC bus? Blame it on gasoline prices. High 
prices at the pump are helping fill Louisville's buses, pushing ridership to its highest point in more than a decade, said Barry Barker, 
Transit Authority of River City's executive director. TARC officials expect things to get even busier if gas stays expensive. "If this 
keeps up, we will have to" add workers, Barker said. TARC, which has 53 routes in three counties in Kentucky and 2 in Indiana, also 
might have to add routes or put more buses on existing lines, he said. (“Gas prices fuel surge in business for buses,” Courier-Journal, 8-
21-06) 

As power bills soar, companies embrace 'Green' buildings. When bank executive Gary J. Saulson told his project team that he 
wanted to turn a partly constructed operations center in Pittsburgh into a "green" building, they called him "well-intentioned" -- but 
"crazy." Five years later, no one is questioning Saulson's sanity. Thanks to midcourse changes in the building's design, materials, 
lighting and heating and cooling systems, the 647,000-square-foot steel, stone and curved glass structure overlooking the 
Monongahela River spends $1.5 million a year on utilities -- 26 percent less per square foot than one of the bank's comparable 
standard buildings. (“As power bills soar, companies embrace ‘Green’ buildings,” Washington Post, 8-4-06) 

Oil slips away from $72 after gasoline build. Oil slid further below $72 on August 24, extending the previous day's 1.8 percent 
slide after a surprising build in U.S. gasoline stocks pointed to ample fuel supplies in the world's top consumer. The possibility of 
United Nations sanctions against Iran, the world's fourth biggest oil exporter, would keep the price within sight of U.S. oil's $78.40 
all-time-high, analysts said. Traders kept a watchful eye on gathering storms in the Caribbean and Atlantic. Last year's hurricane 
season temporarily shut a quarter of U.S. oil production. U.S. crude was down 11 cents at $71.65 a barrel by 1511 GMT, after 
falling $1.34 on August 23. London Brent crude was down 1 cent at $72.01 a barrel. "The market is stuck between gasoline, which 
is a weight, and developing tropical storms. Then there is the steady flow of sound bites on Iran," said Olivier Jakob, an analyst at 
Swiss-based Petromatrix. U.S. data on Wednesday showed a surprising 400,000 barrel build in gasoline stocks in the world's top 
consumer. (“Oil slips away from $72 after gasoline build,” Reuters, 8-24-06) 

Illinois Governor develops energy plan. Illinois could reduce its dependence on foreign oil with help from its ample corn and 
soybean harvests, according to a $1.2 billion energy plan developed by Gov. Rod Blagojevich. The governor, a Democrat seeking a 
second term in November, unveiled the plan Tuesday at a farm just east of St. Louis. It calls for investing $225 million over the next 5 
to 10 years to build as many as 20 plants to turn corn into ethanol, 5 soy biodiesel plants and 4 facilities that would make ethanol from 
plant waste like corn husks. With gas prices over $3 a gallon, Blagojevich wants to use biofuels to meet half the state's gasoline needs 
by 2017. (“Illinois Governor develops energy plan,” Washington Post, 8-22-06) 
 

These are media summaries. Please consult the source directly to ensure the accuracy of the information presented.  Underlined titles are links to online 
articles in their entirety.  

 

http://www.energyservicescoalition.org/chapters/KY/workshops/2006-09/index.html
http://www.technologyforums.com/6EN/
http://www.bluegrassenergyexpo.org/
http://kentucky.gov/Newsroom/energy/execdir.htm
http://www.bgdailynews.com/articles/2006/08/23/local_news/news/news4.txt
http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060821/NEWS01/608210376
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/08/04/AR2006080401612.html
http://today.reuters.com/news/articlenews.aspx?type=businessNews&storyID=2006-08-24T142204Z_01_SP91557_RTRUKOC_0_US-MARKETS-OIL.xml&archived=False
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/08/22/AR2006082200630.html
http://www.energy.ky.gov/


Kentucky Retail Fuel Prices (Dollars per gallon) 
Product  08/23/06 08/16/06 08/09/06 08/02/06 Year Ago 
Gasoline (State avg.) 2.743 2.861 2.978 2.908 2.558 
   Ashland 2.813 2.890 2.957 2.908 2.602 
   Covington 2.788 2.913 3.049 3.036 2.611 
   Lexington 2.649 2.802 2.957 2.858 2.566 
   Louisville 2.711 2.877 3.095 2.972 2.594 
   Owensboro 2.719 2.840 2.909 2.852 2.480 
Diesel (State avg.) 2.935 2.962 2.984 2.916 2.512 
   Ashland 2.938 2.966 2.990 2.913 2.532 
   Covington 2.945 2.972 2.997 2.911 2.515 
   Lexington 2.950 2.984 3.002 2.939 2.516 
   Louisville 2.964 2.972 2.990 2.913 2.494 
   Owensboro 2.910 2.883 2.963 2.910 2.494 
Note:  The record high average price for gasoline in Kentucky is $3.049 and occurred on Sept. 3, 2005. 
Source: Gasoline (unleaded regular) & Diesel: National AAA, http://www.fuelgaugereport.com/KYavg.asp 
 

Wholesale Fuel Prices 
Spot Prices 08/23/06 08/16/06 08/09/06 08/02/06 Year Ago 
Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 71.42 71.90 76.36 75.82 67.08 
West Texas Intermediate, fob  
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 6.100 7.010 7.630 8.670 9.980 
Henry-Hub  
Source: Oilnergy.com
 
 
Futures   Sept-06 Oct-06 Nov-06 
Crude Oil (Dollars per barrel) 08/23/06 - - 71.76 
Light Sweet Crude Oil 08/16/06 71.89 73.19 74.19 

 08/09/06 76.35 77.53 - 
Natural Gas (Dollars per MMBtu) 08/23/06 6.875 7.006 9.006 
Henry-Hub 08/16/06 6.766 6.939 8.819 

 08/09/06 7.651 7.857 - 
Propane (Cents per gallon) 08/23/06 113.00 113.50 114.50 

 08/16/06 113.50 114.00 115.00 
 08/09/06 117.50 118.20 - 

Coal (Dollars per ton) 08/18/06 46.75 - - 
Central Appalachian  08/11/06 47.50 - - 

 08/04/06 48.00 - - 
Source: NYMEX closing price  and  EIA Coal Futures
 
 
For more information, contact John Davies, Kentucky Office of Energy Policy: 
Phone: (502)564-7192 or (800)282-0868      Fax: (502) 564-7484       E-mail: John.Davies@ky.gov    Internet: www.energy.ky.gov
 
The Commerce Cabinet does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or disability and provides, on request, reasonable accommodations 
including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to participate in all services, programs and activities. To request 
materials in an alternative format, call the Office of Energy Policy at (800) 282-0868. Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact the agency by using the 
Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call (800) 648-6057. For TDD to voice, call (800) 648-6056.   
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